ENG 2205-001: Intro to Literary Studies by Vietto, Angela
Eastern Illinois University
The Keep
Fall 2016 2016
Fall 8-15-2016
ENG 2205-001: Intro to Literary Studies
Angela Vietto
Eastern Illinois University
Follow this and additional works at: http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2016
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the 2016 at The Keep. It has been accepted for inclusion in Fall 2016 by an authorized
administrator of The Keep. For more information, please contact tabruns@eiu.edu.
Recommended Citation
Vietto, Angela, "ENG 2205-001: Intro to Literary Studies" (2016). Fall 2016. 42.
http://thekeep.eiu.edu/english_syllabi_fall2016/42
Eng 2205 | Fall 2016  
Introduction to Literary Studies 
 
 
Prof. Angela Vietto 
3345 Coleman 
Text/cell: 217-549-3203 (9 am to 9 pm) 
arvietto@eiu.edu	
 
Office hours: 
M 11-12:30, 2-3; T 10:30-12; WF 11-
12:30; and by appointment 
	
 
 
In this class, we will explore what it is that specialists in literary studies do when we study literature, how 
we do what we do, and why we do it.  
 
To be more precise, we will  
• learn about and practice a literary way of reading, which goes by several names: “close reading” 
“explication,” or “textual analysis” 
• develop your knowledge of and ability to use specialized vocabulary for literary study 
• learn about and practice using a variety of research tools for studying the historical and cultural 
contexts of works of literature 
• work toward articulating your own rationale of why we study literature and how the study of 
literature can benefit you in your specific personal and professional goals 
• work on refining your essay writing skills for literary study 
 
Textbooks from TRS  
 
Bechdel, Fun Home 
Morrison, Beloved 
Palahniuk, Fight Club  
Sedaris, Me Talk Pretty One Day 
Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Stoker, Dracula  
 
Additional readings will be distributed in class and in D2L. 
 
Students with disabilities—If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic 
accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as possible. 
 
Attendance—You have three “personal days” when you may be absent without penalty—but remember 
that it is your job to find out what you missed. If you have additional unexcused absences, your final grade 
will be reduced by a half-letter grade for each unexcused absence beyond your three personal days. An 
excused absence is one caused by a legitimate illness or emergency that can be verified. (In the case of 
excused absences, it is still your job to find out what you missed.) 
 
Cell Phones—As we discussed on the first day, let’s make the classroom a phone-free zone, unless there’s 
a good class-related reason to use our phones. 
 
English Teacher Education Majors—Students seeking Teacher Certification in English Language Arts 
should provide each of their English Department professors with a copy of the yellow "Application for 
English Department Approval to Student Teach" before the end of the semester. These forms are 
available in a rack outside the office of Dr. Donna Binns (CH 3851). 
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The Student Success Center—Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are 
encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (http://www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time 
management, test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support 
academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To make an 
appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
Academic Integrity—Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as 
defined in EIU’s Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations will be 
reported to the Office of Student Standards.  
The English Department Statement on Plagiarism—Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism—
“The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and/or thoughts of another author, and 
representation of them as one’s own original work” (Random House Dictionary of the English 
Language)—has the right and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an appropriate penalty, up 
to and including immediate assignments of a grade of F for the assigned essay and a grade of F for the 
course, and to report the incident to the Office of Student Standards. Respect for the work of others 
should encompass all formats, including print, electronic, and oral sources. 
 
The Electronic Writing Portfolio—Any written project of 750 words or longer (excluding fiction or 
poetry) written for this class would be suitable for submission to the EWP. Submissions must be made by 
the last day of finals week at the end of the semester.  Earlier deadlines apply for graduating seniors. 
 
 
 
Grading and Major Assignments* 
 
 Final Grading Scale 
Participation/contribution 15%  A 90-100% 
Short writings (in and out of class) & quizzes 10%  B 80-89.99% 
Essays 1, 2, and 3 (15% each) 45%  C 70-79.99% 
Ringuette Cup research competition 10%  D 60-69.99% 
Poetry Performance & analysis 10%  F 59.99% and below 
Final exam  10%    
 
Virtually all written work will be submitted in D2L.  
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Reading Schedule / Due Dates	
Readings are due on the date listed. Short writings will be announced/assigned in class and on D2L. 	
M Aug 22 Introductions 
 
W Aug 24 Intro to close reading; elements of fiction; begin list of vocabulary. “A Very Short 
Story” (Ernest Hemingway, 1924) and “The Colonel” (Carolyn Forché, 1978) 
 
F Aug 26 “The Tell-Tale Heart” (Edgar Allan Poe, 1843) and “The Ones Who Walk Away 
from Omelas” (Ursula K. Le Guin, 1973) (but bring “A Very Short Story” and “The 
Colonel” too) 
 
M Aug 29 Dracula, chapters I-IV, pp. 5-55 
 
W Aug 31 Dracula, chapters V-VIII, pp. 55-98 
 
F Sept 2 Dracula, chapters IX-XII, pp. 98-147 
 
M Sept 5 Labor Day—no classes 
 
W Sept 7 Dracula, chapters XIII-XV, pp. 147-185 
 
F Sept 9 Dracula, chapters XVI-XIX, pp. 185-229 
 
M Sept 12 Dracula, chapters XX-XXIII, pp. 229-273 
 
W Sept 14 Dracula, chapters XXIV-XXVII, pp. 273-327. Introduce Essay 1 and start first draft 
for next time. 
 
F Sept 16 Discussion of Essay 1. Time for teams to work on Ringuette Cup. 
 
M Sept 19 Complete draft of Essay 1 due.  
 
W Sept 21 Ringuette Cup round 1 due. Conferences on Essay 1 Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
F Sept 23 Final draft of Essay 1 due. Introduce Beloved 
 
M Sept 26 Beloved, 3-42  
 
W Sept 28 Beloved, 43-85  
 
F Sept 30 Beloved, 86-132 
 
M Oct 3 Beloved, 133-165  
 
W Oct 5 Beloved, 167-199  
 
F Oct 7 Beloved, 200-235  
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M Oct 10 Beloved, 237-275 
 
W Oct 12 Ringuette Cup team time. Introduce Fight Club. Mid-term conferences Weds-Thurs  
 
F Oct 14 Fall Break—no classes 
 
M Oct 17 Ringuette Cup round 2 due. Fight Club, chapters 1-4, pp. 11-39 
 
W Oct 19 Fight Club, chapters 5-9, pp. 40-78 
 
F Oct 21 Fight Club, chapters 10-16, pp. 79-125 
 
M Oct 24 Fight Club, chapters 17-21, pp. 126-161 
 
W Oct 26 Fight Club, chapters 22-30, pp. 162-208. Introduce Essay 2; choose topic and 
brainstorm for next time. 
 
F Oct 28 Discussion of Essay 2. Time for teams to work on Ringuette Cup. 
 
M Oct 31 Complete draft of Essay 2 due.  
 
W Nov 2 Ringuette Cup round 3 due. Conferences on Essay 2 Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
F Nov 4 Final draft of Essay 2 due. Bring Me Talk Pretty One Day to class. 
 
M Nov 7 Fun Home chapters 1 & 2 
 
W Nov 9 Fun Home chapters 3 & 4 
 
F Nov 11 Fun Home chapters 5-7 
 
M Nov 14 Essays from Me Talk Pretty One Day TBD. 
 
W Nov 16 Discuss Essay 3. Ringuette Cup team time. 
 
F Nov 18 Optional conferences on Essay 3. Ringuette Cup round 4 due. 
 
Nov 21-25 Thanksgiving break—no class 
 
M Nov 28 Final version of Essay 3 due. Begin poetry unit. 
 
W Nov 30 Poetry TBA 
 
F Dec 2 Poetry TBA 
 
M Dec 5 Poetry TBA 
 
W Dec 7 Poetry TBA 
 
F Dec 9 Poetry Performances (with short written analysis) 
 
T Dec 13 
10:15-12:15 
Final Exam  
 	
